O. THE PROBLEM OF SUPRAPERSONAL
INDIVIDUALITY.
Vitalism, so far, has been considered as a purely biological theory. Individual biological becoming is in fact an illustration of one of the elementary forms of becoming that are possibly a priori; the words " in fact " are the main thing in this phrase ; it is by them that a progress from mere logic into the field of the philosophy of nature is made.
Now the problem that first of all arises is this : Are there other " systems" in natural reality, besides those which we call individual organisms, for which we are able to prove, or at least to suppose, that becoming with respect to them is also in fact an illustration of the one possible type of causality that we have called unifying or individualising causality ? And this is an empirical problem, just as was the problem of Vitalism proper.
It may as well be plainly stated at the outset that we do not know in any case, whether there be any further factual illustration of unifying cause, but we may suppose that there is some such illustration in various fields of reality.
If we start from pure logic we might at the first glance suppose that there are very many cases, if